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PREFACE

Conducting Oral Histories

About the USC Shoah Foundation Institute
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The Interviewing Process
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STAGE 1: THE PRE-INTERVIEW
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Making Arrangements for the Pre-Interview

Setting the Tone at the Pre-Interview

Documents for the Pre-Interview
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0 The Pre-Interview Questionnaire (PIQ)
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0 The Release Agreement
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Conveying the Interview Format and the Procedures
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STAGE 2: RESEARCH AND PREPARATION

Researching the Historical Context
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Establishing the Profile of the Interviewee
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Preparing Topical Questions
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Assessing the Narrative Style of the Interviewee
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When the interviewee needs... The interviewer should...
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Structuring the Interview

Practical Matters
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Stage 3: THE INTERVIEW
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Interview Technique
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Working with the Videographer
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Beginning the Interview
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Tape Changes
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Concluding the Interview
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Photographs and Artifacts Segment
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Family Members Segment
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Stage 4: AFTER THE INTERVIEW
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